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earliest accounts of travel through that part of the country. 
The expedition left San Francisco, October 1, 1855, and con- 
tinued traveling until October 21. The three letters are: I. 
Los Angeles; II. Fort Tejon ; and III. The Plains and Fort 
Miller. The Bishop was an accomplished writer and has given 
many interesting details of the country, the Indians, and the 
incidents of his trip. On leaving Los Angeles he naively 
remarks : — "Our driver was also well armed and the gentlemen 
with me had their rifles and revolvers. It may seem strange 
to an eastern reader to hear of a visitation being made with 
such accompaniments, but here there is no help for it." As 
the good bishop no doubt carried his prayer-book, it was truly 
a strange mixture of weapons both spiritual and carnal. 

Two hundred and fifty copies were issued, illustrated, and 
beautifully printed by Bruce Brough at San Francisco. 

Robert Ernest Cowan. 



Gospel Pioneering: Reminiscences of early Congregationalism 
in California, 1853-1920. By William C. Pond, D. D. 
(Oberlin: Ohio), 1921. 

Though not of the earliest clergymen in California (for 
Benton, Willey, and others were already active in 1849), the 
author of this biography was one of the youngest and most 
alert, and the one who has had the longest term of active 
service — from 1853, the year of his arrival, to the present year 
(1922) — when at the age of ninety-three, he is still so earnestly 
engaged in the work of the Oriental mission that with reluc- 
tance he has withdrawn from it long enough to complete the 
story of his life. 

Dr. Pond was the first pastor (1853-1855) of the Green- 
wich St. Church in San Francisco; the next ten years (1855- 
1865) were actively passed in the mining towns of Grass Val- 
ley, Nevada City, and elsewhere on the frontier; he was in 
Petaluma (1865-1868); and for the last forty-seven years he 
has been tireless in laboring among the Chinese of San Fran- 
cisco. 

Robert Ernest Cowan. 



